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UPSC Syllabus Topic : GS Paper 3 Indian Economy – Indian Economy and issues 

relating to growth, development and employment. 

Challenges of a 70-Hour Work Week: Understanding the Employment Dilemma 

 

Flaws in Comparing India’s Situation to Japan and Germany: 

The comparison of India's situation to Japan and Germany may have flaws due to the unique 

circumstances in these countries post-World War II: 

1. High Demand for Labour after World War II: 

 The high working hours in Japan, Germany, and East Asia were influenced by the 

unprecedented demand for labor services following the impact of World War II, which 

led to major destruction and a decline in the workforce. 

2. Need for Post-war Reconstruction: 

 The economic rise of these countries was driven by post-war reconstruction, creating a 

demand for greater output and longer workdays to rebuild their nations. 

3. Role of External Aid: 

 External aid, such as the Marshall Plan in West Germany, played a significant role in 

assisting the country's revival, indicating that external factors influenced the working 

hours and economic conditions. 

4. Role of Nationalism: 

 A strong nationalistic element played a role in voluntary efforts to rebuild nations after 

destruction by foreigners, indicating a unique political and cultural context. 

5. Role of Dictatorial Government: 

 In some cases, like South Korea, the presence of a dictatorial government enabled the 

commandeering of labor for large-scale development projects, showcasing a political 

aspect beyond financial considerations. 

Economic Strategies for India to Achieve Greater Output and Employment: 

To achieve greater output and employment, India can consider the following economic 

strategies: 

1. Leveraging Global Demand: 

 Enhance global competitiveness of Indian goods by improving: 

 Workforce productivity through health and skill development. 

 Physical infrastructure that complements labor efficiency. 

2. Expanding the Domestic Market and Aggregate Demand: 

 Produce food at a lower cost to increase real income for households, leading to more 

spending on non-agricultural goods and services. 
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 This expanded domestic demand stimulates economic growth, resulting in increased 

production and employment opportunities. 

UPSC Syllabus Topic : GS Paper 3 Internal Security – Various Security forces and 

agencies and their mandate. 

Embracing Innovation in Defense: Renewed Emphasis on Emerging Technologies 

 

Emerging Technologies: Emerging Technologies encompass a range of innovations such as 

information technology, nanotechnology, biotechnology, robotics, and artificial intelligence. These 

technologies are characterized by novelty in application and origins, rapid growth, significant impact, 

and inherent uncertainty. In the military context, they involve capabilities dependent on cyber 

technology, Artificial Intelligence (AI), unmanned systems, and advanced computing. 

Indian Military’s Initiatives on Emerging Technologies: 

Army: 

 Identifies 45 niche technologies for military applications. 

Air Force: 

 Utilizes AI, cyber, and virtual reality under UDAAN to address operational, logistical, and 

training needs. 

Navy: 

 Initiatives include an Integrated Unmanned Roadmap and indigenisation efforts. 

Defence Ministry: 

 Showcases initiatives like the Defence AI Council and the Defence AI Project Agency under 

‘AIDef’ to incorporate AI into allied organizations. 

 Undertakes measures such as drone incorporation, launching communication satellites, and 

establishing the Defence Cyber Agency and Defence Space Agency to address threats from 

new domains. 

Issues: 

1. Roadblocks in Technology Adoption: 

 Lack of organizational and doctrinal changes alongside technology adoption. 

2. Lack of Understanding of Impact: 

 Limited understanding of the impact of emerging tech in military operations. 

3. Cooperation with Civilians Missing: 

 Absence of partnerships with scientists, academics, technologists, entrepreneurs, and 

the wider industry. 

4. Lack of Interoperability: 

 Insufficient interoperability between the three military services. 
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5. Preference to Generalists over Specialists: 

 Current preference for generalization over specialization, hindering technical expertise 

development. 

Recommendations: 

1. Consult External Specialists: 

 The Defence Ministry should be open to incorporating specialists, including 

technocrats, from the private sector and wider industry. 

2. Provide Opportunities to Civilians: 

 Military should offer opportunities for civilians to work alongside as technology 

professionals, considering the need for separate cadres. 

3. Cooperation on Data Sharing: 

 Foster more open data-sharing between civilian defence organizations and the 

military, especially for the full realization of AI potential. 

4. Provide Opportunities to Suitable Personnel: 

 The services should encourage officers inclined towards emerging technologies, 

promoting intellectual engagement in these areas. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Topic : GS Paper 3 Indian Economy – infrastructure. 

 
Resilient Sanitation Practices: Beyond Basic Sanitation to Climate-Proof Solutions 

 

Understanding Climate-Proof Sanitation: 

Climate-proof sanitation ensures that Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) facilities are resilient 

to extreme weather events, such as floods and droughts, maintaining functionality and hygiene 

standards. This approach focuses on safeguarding water sources, adapting to environmental changes, 

and supporting vulnerable communities. 

 

The Need for Climate-Proof Sanitation: 

1. Vulnerability to Extreme Weather Events: 

 India's extensive coastline is highly susceptible to climate change impacts like floods 

and droughts. 

2. Health and Hygiene Risks: 

 In slum areas, damaged WASH infrastructure during extreme weather events leads to 

poor water quality and sewage issues, contributing to health risks. 

3. Impact on Marginalized Communities: 

 Marginalized groups in coastal regions are disproportionately affected, with significant 

lives lost due to extreme weather events. 

4. Reduced Access During Crises: 

 Adverse climate events reduce access to essential services, leading to increased open 

defecation and reliance on external water sources. 
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5. Disease Outbreaks: 

 Improper sanitation facilities contribute to waterborne diseases, especially in slums, 

affecting public health. 

6. Alignment with Global Goals: 

 Achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target 6.2, universal access to safely 

managed sanitation facilities, is crucial. 

Initiatives for Climate-Proof Sanitation: 

Global Initiatives: 

1. UN COP27 Focus: 

 The United Nations Conference of the Parties (COP27) highlighted the integration of 

WASH in climate policies globally. 

2. GLAAS Report: 

 The Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS) 

Report provides comprehensive data on WASH systems, aiding policy-makers 

globally. 

Initiatives in India: 

1. Flagship Programmes: 

 India’s Swachh Bharat and Jal Jeevan missions lay the foundation for improving 

sanitation and water infrastructure. 

2. Urban Local Body Empowerment: 

 The 74th Constitutional Amendment mandates devolution of WASH services to Urban 

Local Bodies, facilitating local solutions for climate resilience. 

3. Risk and Vulnerability Assessment: 

 Studies, like those by the Centre for Advocacy and Research (CFAR), assess the 

impact of climate change on WASH infrastructure in urban slums. 

Recommended Actions: 

1. Integrate Climate Resilience in WASH Policies: 

 Update policies to incorporate climate-proofing measures that are currently 

overlooked in most WASH plans. 

2. Enhance Infrastructure: 

 Develop and upgrade sanitation facilities to withstand extreme weather, particularly in 

vulnerable areas like coastal regions. 

3. Support Local Initiatives: 

 Back community-led efforts, where locals actively participate in testing water quality 

and managing water sources. 

4. Focus on Marginalized Communities: 

 Identify and implement local measures to enhance the resilience of marginalized 

communities, particularly those in slum areas. 
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