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UPSC Syllabus Topic: GS paper 2 — Indian Constitution- significant provisions and

basic structure.
Ensuring Equality in Voting Power: Upholding the Principle of 'One Person, One Vote,
One Value
Definition of Political Equality in Democracy: Political equality in a democracy signifies that every
citizen has an equal opportunity to participate in political processes, and their votes hold equal value.
However, this equality can be compromised through the dilution of votes.
Ways to Dilute Votes:
1. Quantitative Dilution:
o Unequal population distribution among constituencies leads to varied vote values.
o Example: In Uttar Pradesh, an MP represents about 2.53 million people, while in
Tamil Nadu, an MP represents around 1.84 million people, showcasing quantitative
dilution.
2. Qualitative Dilution:
e a) Cracking:
« Dividing minority-dominated areas into separate constituencies to dilute their
influence.
e Db) Stacking:
o Merging minority populations into constituencies where they are outnumbered
by the majority, diminishing their voting impact.
e ) Packing:
« Concentrating minorities into a few constituencies, weakening their
representation across other areas.
Constitutional Safeguards for Political Equality:
1. Population Ratio Alignment:
o Articles 81 and 170 ensure uniform population ratios for Lok Sabha and State
Legislative Assembly constituencies, promoting equal representation.
2. Parliament’s Role in Delimitation:
e Article 327 grants Parliament the authority to legislate on the delimitation of
constituencies, enabling the establishment of fair electoral boundaries.
3. Independent Delimitation Commissions:
o Commissions, led by retired Supreme Court judges, are formed to redraw constituency
boundaries impartially, preventing qualitative dilution.
o Notable commissions: 1952, 1962, 1972, 2002.
4. Seat Reservation:
e Atrticles 330 and 332 reserve seats for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in
Parliament and State Legislative Assemblies, ensuring their representation.
Way Forward:
o Timely Delimitation:
o Delimitation should occur promptly, considering both population changes and the
interests of southern states.
o Addressing Quantitative and Qualitative Dilution:
e The next Delimitation Commission should focus on both quantitative and qualitative
vote dilution to ensure more equitable minority representation.


file:///C:/Users/shashank1311/Desktop/IASLearning.in

IASL earning.in
GS Paper 2

UPSC Syllabus Topic: GS paper2- International relations- Effect of policies and
politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, & GS paper3-
Security- terrorism.

Navigating Turmoil: Current Challenges in the Stormy Red Sea

Background: In October, regional stability was disrupted when Hamas attacked Israel. In response,
the Iran-aligned Houthi militia joined the conflict, supporting Gaza. Their focus on targeting ships in
the Red Sea associated with Israel raised concerns about the threat to critical waterways, including
those linked to the Suez Canal, which is vital for 15% of global trade.

Challenges in the Red Sea:

1) Strengthening of Militant Forces:
a) Houthi Aggression: The Houthis, aligned with Iran, intensify attacks in the Red Sea,
particularly on vessels with Israeli affiliations.
b) Enhanced Missile Capability: Significant upgrades in the Houthi military arsenal, including
long-range missiles and advanced weaponry like torpedoes.
c) Non-State Actor Influence: Growing political and military impact of non-state actors,
exemplified by the Houthis, affecting regional stability.
2) Escalating Military Presence:
a) U.S. Involvement: Deployment of military assets, including longer-range drones and
missiles, in response to the Houthi threat.
b) Call for International Cooperation: The U.S. advocates for the creation of a multinational
task force to protect the strategically crucial Bab al-Mandab Strait.

Implications:
e Global Trade Disruptions: Red Sea instability impacts vital trade routes, affecting 15% of
global trade.

e Rising Tensions: Involvement of multiple nations, including the U.S., Saudi Arabia, and Iran,
heightens regional tensions.

e Energy Security Concerns: Disruptions in the Red Sea pose significant risks to energy
security, especially for Asian economies reliant on oil and gas imports.

Addressing Challenges:

e Multinational Military Collaboration: Inspired by the U.S. initiative, establish a
multinational task force to secure the Red Sea, with a focus on strategic points like the Bab al-
Mandab Strait.

o Balanced Diplomatic Approaches: Emphasize diplomatic efforts, considering Riyadh’s call
for restraint and ongoing talks with the Houthis. Draw parallels with diplomatic successes like
the Saudi-Iran détente brokered by China.

o Enhanced Naval Protection: Follow the example of India’s Operation Sankalp, initiated in
2019 to escort India-flagged ships, by bolstering naval presence for the safeguarding of
commercial shipping.

e Acknowledging Non-State Actors’ Roles: Adapt strategies to recognize and address the
increasing military capabilities of non-state actors such as the Houthis, understanding their
influence on regional stability.
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UPSC Syllabus Topic: GS Paper 2 — Governance — Government Policies and
Interventions for Development in various sectors and Issues arising out of their
Design and Implementation.
Forest Rights Act: Unraveling Historical Injustices and Uphill Implementation
Challenges
Historical Injustices Against Forest Dwellers:
1) Colonial Period:
e British Ownership: The Indian Forest Act, 1878, granted British ownership of Indian forests,
leading to biased land surveys, forced labor, and restricted access for forest communities.
o Forced Resettlement: Shifting cultivation was banned, and communities faced displacement
due to dam construction and restrictive policies.
2) Post-Independence:
e Inclusion of Princely States: Forest areas declared state property, impacting local
communities.
e Land Leases: Forest lands leased for initiatives like "Grow More Food," leaving
communities vulnerable.
o Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 and Forest (Conservation) Act 1980: Forced resettlement
due to the creation of sanctuaries and national parks.
o Developmental Projects: Diversion of forest lands for projects without local consent.

Addressing Historical Injustices (Forest Rights Act):
e Individual Forest Rights (IFRs): Recognition for habitation and cultivation, converting
forest villages to revenue villages with full rights.
e Access and Control: Granting rights to utilize forests, own and sell minor forest produce, and
manage forests within boundaries.
e Balanced Conservation and Community Rights: A democratic process balancing

conservation and community needs.
e Supreme Court Judgment: Empowered forest communities with veto power over proposals

to divert forests.

Challenges in Implementation:
o Politicization: Some states framed FRA as an "encroachment regularization™ scheme,

encouraging illegal cultivation.

e Bureaucratic Obstacles: Forest Department resistance and technology misuse affected the
recognition of Individual Forest Rights (IFRs) and hindered Community Forest Rights
(CFRs).

e Claiming Processes: Difficulties in filing claims, rejections due to faulty processes, and

arbitrary decisions.
o Digital Processes: Injustice in areas with poor connectivity and literacy, such as the VanMitra

software in Madhya Pradesh.

Implementation in Some States:
e Maharashtra, Odisha, and Chhattisgarh have made progress in recognizing Community

Forest Rights (CFRs)
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