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GS Paper 2

UPSC Syllabus Topic: GS paper2- governance- Government policies and
interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their
design and implementation.

Telecommunications Bill 2023: Key Provisions, Controversies, and Implications

Key Provisions of the Telecommunications Bill 2023:
1. Maintaining TRAI’s Powers:

o The Bill retains the powers of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) in

areas like tariffs and dispute resolution.
2. Dispute Resolution Mechanism:

e Introduces a tiered structure for dispute resolution, removing complex provisions

related to the insolvency of telecom companies.
Controversies Surrounding the Telecommunications Bill 2023:
1. Cultural Nativism:

e Renaming of Fund: The renaming of the Universal Services Obligation Fund to
“Digital Bharat Nidhi” is criticized for symbolic emphasis on national identity without
addressing the digital divide.

o Stagnation in Telecom Growth: Reports suggest stagnation in telecom user growth
and declining smartphone sales, raising questions about the effectiveness of the Bill.

2. Authoritarian Tendencies:

o Vague Definitions: The Bill's vague definitions, such as rebranding "licensing™ as
"authorization,” may extend government control over OTT platforms and email
services, potentially compromising user privacy and security.

3. Favoring Corporations:

e Non-Auction Allocation: Provisions allowing non-auction allocation of satellite
spectrum and regulatory sandboxes may favor large corporations, potentially raising
concerns about market fairness.

4. Lack of Transparency and Debate:

o Rapid Passage: The swift passage of the Bill through Parliament without thorough
debate and scrutiny has been criticized. Opposition objections, suspension of
members, and dismissal of requests for detailed examination raise concerns about
transparency.

Implications of the Controversies:
1. Cultural Nativity & Political Credit:

o Strategic Branding: The use of "Bharat” and associating the Bill with the ruling
government's vision reflects a strategy of cultural nativism and political branding.

2. Constitutional Concerns:

o Shift in Governance: Critics argue that the Bill represents a potential shift from
constitutional governance to rule by select doctrines, raising concerns about its
alignment with democratic principles.

The Way Forward:
e Thorough Examination:

o Future steps should involve a comprehensive examination of the Telecom Bill,
ensuring it benefits all Indians. This requires open discussions, expert involvement,
and consideration of the bill’s impact on digital rights and privacy.

e Democratic Values:

o By fostering transparent and inclusive discussions, policymakers can create a telecom

policy that genuinely bridges the digital divide and upholds democratic values.
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