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UPSC Syllabus Topic: GS Paper 3- Indian economy- Food processing and related
industries in India.

Government's Directive on Sugar Cane Juice for Ethanol and Its Impact

Reasons Behind the Government's Directive:

1. Reduced Sugar Stocks: Low sugar stocks at the end of the 2022-23 sugar year, standing at
just over 57 lakh tonnes, prompt the government's decision.

2. Uncertainty Over Production: A decrease in sugar production estimates for the current year,
from 330.9 lakh tonnes in 2022-23 to 291.50 lakh tonnes, adds to the need for strategic
decisions.

3. Food Over Fuel Policy: Prioritizing sugar for consumption over ethanol production aligns
with the government's focus on ensuring food security.

Impact of the Decision:

1. Challenges for Ethanol Producers: Companies specializing in ethanol production from cane
juice/syrup, like Balrampur Chini Mills and Shree Renuka Sugars, may face disruptions,
impacting the expected supply of around 135 crore litres of ethanol from sugarcane
juice/syrup for 2023-24.

2. Potential Shift to Other Feedstocks: The directive could lead to a shift toward alternative
feedstocks such as rice, broken/damaged food grains, and maize, potentially altering industry
dynamics due to higher ethanol yields (380-480 liters per tonne).

3. Stabilizing Sugar Prices: The decision is expected to bring an additional 15 lakh tonnes of
sugar into the market, increasing its physical availability and helping stabilize rising sugar
prices.

Understanding Ethanol and the EBP Programme:
e Ethanol: A biofuel produced from various feedstocks, including sugarcane, used as a fuel
additive or alternative.
e EBP Programme: The Ethanol Blending Programme, launched in 2003, aims to blend
ethanol with petrol to reduce pollution, conserve foreign exchange, and benefit farmers.
Implemented through Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs).

The government's directive reflects a strategic approach to balance food and fuel priorities amid
changing production dynamics, impacting key players in the ethanol industry and potentially leading
to shifts in feedstock utilization.

UPSC Syllabus Topic: GS Paper 3- Indian Economy- Trade (patent issue)

Madras High Court's Key Decisions in Indian Pharmaceutical Patent Law: A Legal
Milestone
Recent Decisions Overview: In the realm of Indian pharmaceutical patent law, two recent landmark

decisions by Justice Senthilkumar Ramamoorthy of the Madras High Court have significantly shaped
the discourse. The cases of Novozymes vs Assistant Controller of Patents and Designs (Section 3(e))
and Hong Kong and Shanghai University vs Assistant Controller of Patents (Section 3(i)) have
provided crucial insights into patentability criteria.

Decisions Breakdown:
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1. Novozymes Case (Section 3(e)):

e Case Focus: Examined the patentability of compositions that are mere aggregations of
known components.

e Court’s Decision: Ruled that such compositions can be patented if any individual
ingredient independently meets patent eligibility criteria.

2. Hong Kong and Shanghai University Case (Section 3(i)):

o Case Focus: Addressed the patentability of processes related to treatments of humans
or animals.

e Court’s Decision: Clarified that not all processes in these categories are excluded. A
process is not patentable if it directly diagnoses or treats a disease; however, if
involved in treatments or diagnostics without directly diagnosing or treating, it may be
patentable.

Benefits of These Decisions:
1. Clear Patentability Guidelines:
e The decisions offer specific guidelines on patentability, particularly for
pharmaceutical compositions and diagnostic processes.
2. Reduction in Legal Ambiguity:
o Clear interpretation of sections 3(e) and 3(i) reduces ambiguity, facilitating more
straightforward legal decisions on patent applications.
3. Beneficial for Stakeholders:
o Clarity aids various stakeholders, including inventors, pharmaceutical companies, and
civil society groups, by defining patentable boundaries in healthcare innovations.

Recommended Actions:
1. Develop Bright-Line Rules:
o Implement clear, straightforward rules for patentability to ensure consistency in
decision-making.
2. Simplify Patent Office Processes:
« Streamline the patent office's decision process to alleviate the burden of lengthy patent
prosecution.
3. Balance Patent Laws:
e Ensure patent laws strike a balance between pharmaceutical innovation and public
health needs, promoting medicine accessibility.
4. Judicial Contribution in Legislative Gaps:
e Encourage judiciary roles in suggesting legislative changes for areas not adequately
covered by existing laws, fostering a dynamic legal landscape.

The Madras High Court's contributions serve as a legal milestone, bringing clarity to pharmaceutical
patent law and advocating for measures to enhance the efficiency and fairness of the patent system.
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