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UPSC Syllabus Topic: GS Paper 1 Indian Society — Globalization.

On lllegal Migration — Human trafficking or a plain case of migration?

The recent detention of the Nicaragua-bound aircraft and the broader topics related to human
trafficking, migration, and its implications:

Detention of the Nicaragua-bound Aircraft:
o Event: French authorities detained a flight bound for Nicaragua from Dubai, UAE, carrying
303 individuals, mostly Indians, including 11 unaccompanied minors.
o Issue Raised: Confusion between voluntary illegal migration and human trafficking.

Current Status of Human Trafficking (Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2022):
e Trend: During the COVID-19 pandemic, reported cases of human trafficking saw a dip, but
the numbers remain alarming.
o Statistics: In 2020, the global count of victims of sexual trafficking and forced labor was
around 3.7 per million population.

Need for Migration:
o Labor Market Distortion: Migration is necessary as labor markets often face imbalances—
some regions suffer from labor shortages while others have an oversupply of workers.
e Economic Necessity: Rich countries require migrant workers to fill vacancies, yet barriers
hinder this due to concerns over cultural diversity.

Implications of Preventing Migration:
o Wage Gaps: Preventing migration worsens wage disparities between regions or countries.
e Obstructed Market Unity: It hampers the establishment of genuinely unified or shared
markets (e.g., like the European Union), despite the potential advantages in theory.
e Globalization Impact: While globalization has dissolved borders for capital and trade, it
hasn't done so for people due to migration barriers.

Overall Implications:
e Social & Economic Impact: Migration barriers affect both social and economic aspects,
hindering potential benefits from a more open global movement of people.
« Challenges to Global Integration: Restricting migration poses challenges to achieving true
global integration, as it doesn't align with the free movement of goods and capital in a
globalized world.
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