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UPSC Syllabus Topic : GS paper2-International Relations-Effect of policies and 

politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests. 

Taiwan's Recent Elections and its Impact: A Deep Dive into Politics and Global Relations 

 

In a recent electoral triumph, Taiwan's Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) secured a significant 

victory, marking Vice President Lai Ching-te's ascension to the presidency. This marks the DPP's 

third consecutive win in the presidential race, underscoring their continued popularity. However, the 

party faced a notable setback in the legislative arena, losing its narrow majority. This poses 

challenges for President Lai in advancing policies towards Taiwan's independence from mainland 

China. 

A Glimpse into Taiwan's Economic and Political History 

Taiwan's journey has been shaped by a complex history. From Japanese rule (1895-1945) to the 

Kuomintang's (KMT) control post-World War II, the island witnessed significant development. 

Resentment among native Taiwanese arose during the KMT's rule, particularly due to asset 

expropriation and the brutal suppression of a nationalist uprising in 1947. 

After losing the Chinese civil war in 1949, the KMT, led by Chiang Kai-shek, sought refuge in 

Taiwan. Despite establishing a dictatorship, the focus on economic development, especially in 

electronics and technology, paved the way for Taiwan's economic ascent. Key figures like Morris 

Chang played pivotal roles, leading to the establishment of TSMC, now the world's largest 

semiconductor maker. 

Taiwan's Complex Relationship with China 

Taiwan's relationship with China is marked by political and ideological differences. The DPP 

advocates for independence, challenging China's claim over Taiwan. Historically, the KMT agreed 

with China on the "One China" policy but with differing interpretations. This ongoing tension shapes 

the geopolitical landscape in the region. 

Taiwan's Global Tech Dominance and Its Impact on India 

Taiwan's influence in the global tech arena, particularly in semiconductors, is profound. The island 

nation produces over 60% of the world's semiconductors, with companies like TSMC at the forefront. 

This dominance extends beyond semiconductors, encompassing electronics where Taiwanese-owned 

giants like Foxconn and Pegatron play pivotal roles in Chinese electronics exports. 

Impact on India: 

1. Technology Advancement: Taiwanese companies, especially TSMC and UMC, are integral 

to India's technological ambitions. Their role is central to India's efforts to develop modern 

semiconductor capacity, crucial for technological advancements. 

2. Manufacturing Sector: Major Apple suppliers, Foxconn and Pegatron, both Taiwanese 

firms, are vital contributors to India's manufacturing sector. Their involvement is pivotal for 

India's strategy to attract and integrate global supply chains. 

3. Geopolitical Stance: Taiwan's stability holds significance for India's geopolitical interests. 

An autonomous Taiwan aligns with India's stance, and stability in the Taiwan Strait facilitates 

smooth technology and manufacturing collaborations between the two nations. 

The Road Ahead: Navigating Geopolitical Dynamics 

As Taiwan charts its course amidst political shifts, its impact resonates globally. The dynamics in the 

Taiwan Strait not only influence regional stability but also have far-reaching consequences on global 

tech and manufacturing collaborations. The challenge for Taiwan lies in balancing its quest for 

independence with maintaining economic partnerships crucial for its continued success on the world 

stage. 

 

In conclusion, Taiwan's recent elections not only shape its internal political landscape but also 

reverberate across international relations. The delicate dance between autonomy and global 

collaborations will define Taiwan's role in the evolving geopolitical narrative, with implications for 

nations worldwide, including India. 
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UPSC Syllabus Topic : GS Paper 2 International Relations – Bilateral, regional and 

global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests. 

Navigating the Shift: Understanding Recent Developments in India-Maldives 
Relations 
In the ever-evolving landscape of international relations, the ties between India and the Maldives 

have witnessed notable shifts, raising concerns and sparking discussions about the factors influencing 

this change. Recent developments, particularly since the election of Mohamed Muizzu as president, 

indicate a divergence in the historical camaraderie between India and the Maldives, with a noticeable 

tilt towards China. This article explores the dynamics at play, the factors influencing this shift, and 

the potential ramifications. 

 

Recent Developments: The Maldives-China Axis 

Since President Muizzu assumed office, there has been a perceptible drift in the Maldives' foreign 

policy towards China, evident in a joint statement between the two nations. A significant proposal has 

been put forth – the removal of Indian troops by March 15. This move marks a departure from the 

historical ties that India has maintained with the Maldives. 

 

Factors Influencing the Shift: Unpacking the Dynamics 

1. Internal Politics of Maldives: 
 The withdrawal of Indian troops aligns with an election promise made by the current 

political leadership. Despite the relatively small number of Indian soldiers stationed in 

the Maldives (less than 90), the move carries symbolic weight in fulfilling campaign 

commitments. 

2. Big-Brother Syndrome: 

 India's substantial impact on its neighbors, economically, militarily, and strategically, 

may contribute to perceptions of a "Big-Brother Syndrome." Smaller nations often 

grapple with balancing their sovereignty while navigating the influence of regional 

powers. 

3. India's Internal Politics: 
 Aspects of India's internal politics, including expansionist rhetoric, religious 

considerations, concerns about illegal migration, social media dynamics, and calls for 

boycotting smaller neighbors, can inadvertently contribute to an anti-India sentiment. 

4. Geopolitics: 
 Smaller nations like the Maldives may strategically leverage the rivalries among major 

powers, such as India and China, to advance their own interests. This geopolitical 

maneuvering adds complexity to the diplomatic landscape. 

 

Why the Anti-India Stance is Problematic: Recognizing Shared Interests 

The shift towards an anti-India stance by the Maldives overlooks geographical proximity and shared 

interests. Maldives, merely 700 km from the Indian coast compared to over 6,000 km from China, has 

historically benefited from India's timely assistance during crises, such as the 2004 tsunami and the 

2014 drinking water crisis. 

 

Navigating India's Response: Diplomacy and Pragmatism 

In light of these developments, India faces the challenge of recalibrating its approach. External 

Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar aptly noted that not every country will align with India's 

perspectives at all times. Here are potential ways India can react: 

1. Engagement: 

 India should continue engaging with the political leadership of the Maldives while 

fostering connections with its people. Open channels of communication can help 

navigate differing viewpoints. 
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2. Avoid Overreaction: 
 As the regional power, India must resist overreacting to the Maldives' concerns. 

Maintaining a measured response and understanding the nuanced dynamics is crucial. 

3. Highlight Shared Interests: 

 Emphasizing the historical ties, shared interests, and geographical proximity can serve 

as a reminder of the mutually beneficial relationship between India and the Maldives. 

Conclusion: Nurturing Diplomatic Equilibrium 

In the realm of international relations, shifts and realignments are inherent. Navigating these changes 

requires a delicate balance of diplomacy, pragmatism, and an understanding of the multifaceted 

factors at play. As India recalibrates its strategy in response to the evolving India-Maldives 

relationship, the focus should be on preserving shared interests and fostering a diplomatic equilibrium 

in the region. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Topic : GS GS Paper 2 Social Justice – Issues relating to Health. 

Empowering Women's Health: India's Move Towards Cervical Cancer Prevention 
In a significant stride towards women's health, the Indian government is gearing up to include the 

cervical cancer vaccine in the universal immunization program. This proactive step aims to target 

girls in the 9-14 age group, with the vaccination campaign set to commence this year. Understanding 

the reasons behind cervical cancer, preventive measures, and the strategies implemented by the 

government sheds light on the broader effort to curb this disease. 

 

Understanding Cervical Cancer: Causes and Preventive Measures 

1. Cervical Cancer Causes: 

Cervical cancer primarily stems from the presence of high-risk types of Human Papilloma Virus 

(HPV) infection. Several contributing factors increase the risk of progression to cancer, including: 

 Low Socio-economic Conditions: Economic disparities can impact access to healthcare and 

awareness. 

 Low Immunity Status: Weakened immunity makes individuals more susceptible to 

infections. 

 Other Genital Infections: Coexisting infections can elevate the risk. 

 Smoking: A modifiable risk factor that contributes to cervical cancer. 

2. Prevention and Cure: 

 Prevention through HPV Vaccination: The government's move to include HPV vaccination 

in the universal immunization program is a crucial step in preventing cervical cancer. 

Vaccinating girls in the 9-14 age group can significantly reduce the risk. 

 Early Detection for Cure: Cervical cancer has a long pre-invasive phase, providing a 

window of opportunity for early detection and treatment. When managed at an early stage, 

cervical cancer has a cure rate exceeding 93%. 

 

Challenges Leading to High Mortality: Tackling the Barriers 

1. Lack of Early Detection: 

 Lack of Awareness: Limited awareness about cervical cancer and its preventive measures. 

 Fear of Cancer: Fear often deters women from seeking early detection and screening. 

 Subtle Early Symptoms: Early symptoms may not be evident, delaying diagnosis. 

 Low Screening Rates: Insufficient screening contributes to late-stage detection. 

2. Dropping out of Treatment: 

 Incomplete Treatment: Patients dropping out after screening hampers the effectiveness of 

preventive measures. 

 

WHO Strategy: A Comprehensive Approach 

The World Health Organization (WHO) advocates a three-pillar strategy to combat cervical cancer: 

1. Widespread HPV Vaccination: 

2. Screening of Women: 

3. Early Diagnosis and Treatment: 
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Government Initiatives and Future Directions 

1. Government Initiatives: 

 Cancer Screening in Primary Health Centers: Trained nurses conduct screenings in 

primary health centers. 

 Accessible Screening Tools: Visual screening tests and HPV tests are simple and readily 

available. 

 Evidence-Based Management Algorithms: Guiding decisions through evidence-based 

approaches. 

2. Future Directions: 

 Raising Awareness: Focusing on awareness about cervical cancer causes, prevention 

methods, and the importance of HPV vaccination. 

 Capacity Building: Strengthening capacities for pre-cancer treatment, quality cancer 

treatment, and palliative services. 

 Incorporating New Technologies: Integrating advancements like single-dose HPV 

vaccination, self-sampling for HPV testing, and AI for diagnosis and treatment. 

 Strengthening Health Insurance: Mechanisms to alleviate the financial burden of care 

should be reinforced. 

 Cooperation with Civil Society: Enhancing partnerships with NGOs, innovators, and public 

health professionals. 

 Collaborations in Research: Engaging in collaborations and partnerships for the latest 

research initiatives. 

 Adopting Best Practices: Incorporating successful models in community outreach and care 

pathways. 

 

Conclusion: A Holistic Approach Towards Women's Health 

As India takes decisive steps in cervical cancer prevention, the emphasis must be on a holistic 

approach. By addressing barriers, raising awareness, and incorporating technological advancements, 

the nation can pave the way for a healthier future. The integration of preventive measures, early 

detection, and robust partnerships with diverse stakeholders underscores India's commitment to 

empowering women's health in the face of cervical cancer. 
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