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UPSC Syllabus Topic: GS Paper 2 — International Relations — Bilateral, regional and
global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests.

Strengthening India-UK Defence Ties: Challenges and Opportunities

Introduction: India's Defense Minister, Rajnath Singh, recently visited the United Kingdom (U.K.)
after a hiatus of 22 years, signalling renewed efforts to enhance bilateral defense cooperation. The
imperative for stronger ties between India and the U.K. is underscored by geopolitical considerations
and the need for India to bolster its naval capabilities, particularly in light of China's expanding
presence in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

Rationale for Improved Defence Ties:
1. Chinese Presence in the Indian Ocean:

o China's rapid naval expansion in the Indian Ocean poses a significant threat to India
and its Sea Lines of Communications (SLOCSs), necessitating collaborative efforts to
counterbalance the emerging challenge.

2. India’s Naval Modernization Plans:

« India's naval capabilities face technological gaps compared to the Chinese Navy.
Access to key technologies from the U.K. becomes crucial for India's naval
modernization plans.

Recent Developments in Bilateral Defence Cooperation:
1. Cooperation in Electrical Propulsion Technology:

e The Indian Navy's aircraft carriers lack electric propulsion technology, a proficiency
mastered by the British Navy. In response to China's advancements in this field, the
U.K. has agreed to provide training and support in establishing the necessary
infrastructure. Warships with electric propulsion exhibit a low acoustic signature,
enhancing stealth capabilities.

2. Military Exercises:

o India and the U.K. have engaged in joint military exercises, signalling a deepening
defence cooperation. The British commitment to training and increasing
interoperability with the Indian Navy further underscores the collaborative efforts in
strengthening their defence capabilities.

Challenges in India-UK Ties:
1. UK-Pakistan Ties:

e The U.K. has historically supplied weapons to both India and Pakistan or imposed
restrictions on arms exports to the region. This dual approach raises questions about
the U.K.'s motives and objectives in the Subcontinent.

2. Khalistan Issue:

e Concerns related to Khalistan and Sikh separatism, including allegations of the U.K.
harbouring individuals associated with these movements, pose challenges to the
bilateral relationship. Addressing these issues is vital for building trust and fostering a
stable partnership.

Conclusion: While the recent developments indicate positive strides in India-UK defence
collaboration, addressing challenges related to historical ties with Pakistan and sensitive issues like
Khalistan remains crucial. Strengthening these ties not only enhances regional security but also
contributes to the broader objective of maintaining stability in the Indian Ocean Region.
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UPSC Syllabus Topic: GS Paper 2 — Governance — Issues relating to development
and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Education.

The Competition Commission of India (CCl): Navigating Challenges in a Dynamic
Economy

Introduction: In the rapidly evolving landscape of India's economy, the Competition Commission of
India (CCI) plays a pivotal role in ensuring fair competition, regulating markets, and safeguarding
consumer interests, particularly in the digital age. This article explores CCl's multifaceted
responsibilities, challenges faced in the dynamic economic scenario, and the initiatives taken to
address new-age complexities.

Roles of CCI in India’s Rapidly Changing Economy:
1. Overseeing Fair Competition:
o CCI employs enforcement actions to combat anti-competitive practices like price-
fixing and bid-rigging.
o Simultaneously, it engages in advocacy measures to foster a competitive culture,
ensuring a level playing field in India's market.
2. Oversight of Corporate Actions:
e Scrutinizing mergers and acquisitions to prevent market dominance that could harm
economic health and consumer welfare.
3. Consumer Protection:
o Safeguarding consumer interests by ensuring fair prices, quality products, and a
diverse market.
4. Educating Stakeholders:
e Providing information on the benefits of competition and offering policy
recommendations that impact competition.
o Offering opinions and recommendations on policy matters affecting competition, as
sought.

Challenges Faced by CCI in India’'s Rapidly Changing Economy:
1. Digital Economy Dominance:
o Coping with the dominance of tech giants, their control over data, and potential
stifling of competition and innovation.
2. Rapid Technological Advancements:
o Keeping pace with swift technological changes and understanding their implications
for competition.
3. Global Market Dynamics:
e Navigating the complexities of global interconnectedness and its impact on domestic
markets.

Initiatives Taken by CCI to Address New-age Challenges:
1. Streamlining Processes:
e Improving the efficiency of investigation and decision-making processes to reduce
times, enhancing market efficiency.
2. Addressing Digital Economy Challenges:
o Focused scrutiny on practices like predatory pricing and data monopolisation by tech
giants.
3. Regulatory Framework Evolution:
o Continuously updating regulations to stay robust and flexible for future challenges.
4. International Cooperation:
o Collaborating with global entities for knowledge sharing and harmonizing regulations.
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Recommendations for the Future:
1. Balance Regulation and Innovation:
o Ensure regulations are robust yet flexible to accommodate new business models and
innovations.
2. Update Regulatory Frameworks:
o Regularly revise regulations to align with current market dynamics and technological
advancements.
3. Faster Resolution of Cases:
o Build on recent initiatives to streamline processes and reduce investigation times,
enhancing the speed and efficiency of case resolutions.
4. Global Best Practices Integration:
o Continue learning from global entities, integrating insights into the regulatory
framework through sustained international collaboration.

In conclusion, CCl's pivotal role in fostering fair competition and protecting consumer interests
requires a proactive approach in navigating the challenges posed by the dynamic economic landscape,
ensuring adaptability and effectiveness in the face of evolving complexities.
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