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UPSC Syllabus Topic : GS Paper 2 Social Justice – Issues relating to Education. 

Bridging the Gender Gap in STEM: Transformative Strategies for Educational Equity 

Introduction: Unraveling Gender Disparities in STEM Education 

This article sheds light on the persisting gender gap in Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics (STEM) education in India, as revealed by the 2023 Annual Status of Education Report. 

While boys and girls in rural India exhibit equal aspirations for careers in medicine or engineering, a 

noticeable skew emerges when it comes to STEM courses. Examining the current state of gender 

equity in education, the article identifies key challenges and advocates for strategic interventions. 

Gender Equity in Learning Outcomes: Achieving Parity 

1. National Achievement Survey (2017): 
 Learning outcomes indicate parity between boys and girls in elementary and 

secondary classes nationwide. 

 

Challenges in Gender Parity: A Closer Look 

1. Gender Disparity in Mean Years of Schooling: 

 Over two decades, girls' mean years of schooling have nearly tripled, yet a widening 

gender gap persists, reaching 3.5 years in 2018. 

2. Dropout Rates and Societal Barriers: 
 As educational levels rise, girls experience higher dropout rates due to societal norms 

and gender stereotypes linked to female adolescence. 

3. Enrolment Disparities in Private Schools: 
 More boys enroll in private institutions, highlighting entrenched gender biases in 

school choices. 

 

Strategic Solutions for Empowering Girls in STEM Education 

1. Early Childhood Education (ECE) Focus: 

 Urgent attention should be directed towards ECE, the foundational stage where gender 

norms take root, perpetuating disparities. 

2. Addressing Structural Challenges: 
 Urgent interventions are required to establish a regulatory framework, enhance 

funding, improve quality, and legislate universal access to ECE. 

3. Eliminating Gender Stereotypes: 

 ECE curriculum should actively counter gender stereotypes, fostering an environment 

that erases early gender-based educational discrepancies. 

4. Government Schemes Implementation: 
 Initiatives like Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao, and the National Education Policy 

underscore the importance of ECE and demand swift implementation. 

 

Socioeconomic Benefits of Girls' Education: Catalyst for Holistic Development 

1. Positive Social Externalities: 

 Girls' education triggers a virtuous cycle, reducing poverty, infant mortality, and crime 

while enhancing economic development. 

2. Intergenerational Impact: 
 Investing in girls' education yields intergenerational benefits, creating a transformative 

ripple effect. 

 

Conclusion: A Call for Inclusive and Transformative Education Policies 
This article advocates for immediate and concerted efforts to bridge gender disparities in STEM 

education by transforming early childhood education. By eliminating stereotypes and promoting 

inclusive policies, India can pave the way for a brighter and more equitable future. 
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UPSC Syllabus Topic : GS Paper2-International relations- India and its 

neighbourhood- relations. 

Navigating Challenges at the India-Myanmar Border: Security, Diplomacy, and Local 

Dynamics 
Introduction: A Closer Look at India's Border Policy Shift 
This article delves into India's recent decision to fence its 1,643-km border with Myanmar, formally 

marking the end of the Free Movement Regime (FMR) initiated in 2018. Focusing on the concerns 

and implications, it examines security issues, the refugee influx from Myanmar, and the varied 

responses from Indian states sharing the border. 

 

Understanding the Free Movement Regime (FMR) and Its Suspension 

1. Genesis of FMR (2018): 

 Commencing in 2018, the FMR allowed border residents to travel 16 km into each 

country without requiring a visa. 

2. Suspension Since September 2022: 
 The FMR, in abeyance since September 2022, is now poised to be formally  

terminated. 

 

Major Concerns Surrounding the India-Myanmar Border 

1. Security Implications: 

 The decision to fence the border primarily stems from concerns over arms and drug 

trafficking, posing significant security threats. 

2. Refugee Influx from Chin Province: 
 Escalating conflict in Myanmar's Chin province has triggered an influx of refugees 

into India's Northeast, particularly affecting Mizoram. 

3. Local Opposition and Ethnic Tensions: 

 Tribal groups like the Kukis, with kinship ties to Myanmar's Chin community, oppose 

the fencing due to potential exacerbation of ethnic tensions. 

4. Varied State Responses: 
 Divergent responses from Mizoram, offering sanctuary, and Manipur, framing the 

crisis differently, highlight the complexity of local political dynamics. 

5. Disruption to Local Lives: 
 The suspension of FMR, disrupting the daily lives of border residents, emphasizes the 

intricate balance between security imperatives and local considerations. 

 

India's Diplomatic Approach to Myanmar: Nuances and Considerations 

1. Engagement with Myanmar's Military Regime: 

 India's diplomatic strategy involves engagement with Myanmar's military regime, 

distinct from the democracy-centric approach of Western nations. 

2. Integral Role in Look East Policy: 
 Myanmar remains a pivotal component of India's Look East Policy, emphasizing 

economic and strategic interests over ideological considerations. 

3. Limited Condemnation: 

 India's measured responses to Myanmar's actions underscore its nuanced approach, 

refraining from outright opposition and prioritizing national interests. 

4. Balancing Act: 
 India's stance reflects a delicate equilibrium, balancing security imperatives with the 

imperative to maintain diplomatic relations with Myanmar's military government. 
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Way Forward: Navigating the Complexities 

1. Balancing Security and Humanitarian Concerns: 
 Achieving a delicate equilibrium between security needs and humanitarian 

considerations is imperative for addressing the complexities of the India-Myanmar 

border. 

2. Diplomatic Engagement: 
 Sustaining a diplomatic approach towards Myanmar is crucial, ensuring the pursuit of 

national interests while addressing the refugee crisis and managing ethnic tensions in 

the Northeast. 

 

In conclusion, the evolving dynamics at the India-Myanmar border necessitate nuanced strategies that 

reconcile security imperatives, diplomatic considerations, and the well-being of local communities. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Topic :  GS Paper2- Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, 

evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions and basic structure. 

Safeguarding Democratic Foundations: The Significance of India's Basic Structure 

Doctrine 
Introduction: Unraveling the Essence of the Basic Structure Doctrine 

This article explores the pivotal legal doctrine in India known as the "Basic Structure," designed to 

prevent parliamentary amendments that could jeopardize democratic principles or violate core 

constitutional tenets. Tracing its evolution and highlighting its importance, the Basic Structure 

Doctrine stands as a bulwark against authoritarian tendencies. 

 

Unveiling the Genesis and Evolution of the Basic Structure Doctrine 

1. Embryonic Discussions in Early Cases: 
 Early cases like Shankari Prasad (1951) and Sajjan Singh (1964) laid the groundwork 

for discussions on the constitutional limitations of Parliament's amending powers. 

2. Introduction of "Basic Features": 

 Justice J.R. Mudholkar, in the Sajjan Singh case, introduced the term "basic features," 

drawing inspiration from a Pakistani case. This sowed the seeds for what later 

materialized into the Basic Structure doctrine. 

3. Influence of Professor Dieter Conrad: 
 Professor Dieter Conrad's 1965 lecture at BHU, delving into implied limitations on 

constitutional amendments, played a pivotal role in shaping Indian legal thought and 

preparing the conceptual groundwork for the Basic Structure. 

4. Paradigm Shift in Golaknath Case: 
 The Golaknath verdict in 1967 marked a paradigm shift, asserting that fundamental 

rights were beyond the amending reach of Parliament, a prelude to the emergence of 

the Basic Structure concept. 

5. Establishment in Kesavananda Bharati Case: 
 The watershed moment occurred in the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973), where the 

Basic Structure Doctrine was officially recognized, decreeing that essential elements 

of the Constitution were beyond parliamentary alteration. 

 

The Significance and Relevance of the Basic Structure Doctrine 

1. Protection Against Tyranny: 
 The doctrine acts as a bulwark, preventing Parliament from crafting amendments that 

could potentially lead to dictatorship or undermine democratic values, echoing the 

sentiments of the Kesavananda Bharati case. 

2. Checks on Unlimited Power: 
 It serves as a check on the absolute power of the parliamentary majority, ensuring that 

even widely supported decisions do not transgress core constitutional principles. 
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3. Guaranteeing Constitutional Consistency: 
 Ensures the preservation of essential features such as fundamental rights and 

democratic principles, maintaining their sanctity against parliamentary amendments. 

4. Balancing Judiciary and Legislature: 

 By empowering the judiciary to scrutinize constitutional amendments, the doctrine 

maintains equilibrium between legislative authority and constitutional integrity. 

5. Upholding Democratic Ideals: 
 Crucial in sustaining democracy, the doctrine prevents the institutionalization of 

tyranny, even when proposed amendments enjoy unanimous parliamentary support. 

 

The Path Forward: Upholding Democratic Principles 

1. Steadfast Adherence to the Basic Structure Doctrine: 

 The way forward demands unwavering commitment to the Basic Structure doctrine, 

ensuring that democratic principles remain sacrosanct and safeguarded against 

potential authoritarian encroachment. 

2. Judicial Vigilance and Monitoring: 

 It is imperative for the judiciary to consistently monitor parliamentary amendments, 

upholding the precedent set by the Kesavananda Bharati case. This approach 

safeguards the delicate balance between legislative power and constitutional sanctity. 

 

In conclusion, the Basic Structure Doctrine emerges as a cornerstone in India's constitutional 

framework, shielding the nation's democratic ethos and preventing any erosion of its foundational 

principles. 
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