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UPSC Syllabus Topic: GS paper3- security- Security challenges and their
management in border areas.

Indian Army's Annual Media Briefing: Navigating Security Challenges and Future
Strategies

In a crucial annual media briefing held on January 11, General Manoj Pande, the Indian Army Chief,
shed light on a spectrum of security challenges facing the Indian Army and outlined strategies to
address them. The briefing covered diverse theatres of concern, including Manipur, the Indo-
Myanmar border, Jammu & Kashmir, and the Northern Border with China.

Current Security Challenges: A Regional Overview
1. Manipur:
« Situation: While Manipur has witnessed a decrease in violence, a significant concern is the
recovery of only 30% of the 5,000 stolen small arms.
o Ethnic Conflicts: Persistent ethnic conflicts pose a threat, potentially leading to broader
instability in the region.
2. Indo-Myanmar Border:
o Volatile Situation: Infiltration challenges persist due to the Free Movement Regime,
complicating border control.
e Smuggling Menace: The border is a hotspot for smuggling narcotics and contraband,
necessitating robust security measures.
« Border Sealing: Only 20 Assam Rifles units are currently available for border sealing,
highlighting a need for reinforcement.
3. Jammu & Kashmir:
o Tactical Setbacks: Acknowledgment of recent tactical setbacks, with 20 soldiers lost in
ambushes.
e Counter-Insurgency Challenges: A call for new approaches in the longstanding counter-
insurgency campaign in the region.
4. Northern Border with China:
e Operational Preparedness: High operational preparedness is imperative along the Line of
Actual Control.
e Post-2020 Status: Ongoing efforts to return to the pre-2020 status with China amid a trust
deficit necessitating continuous robust military deployment.

Indian Army's Response: Strategies in Action
1. Manipur:
e Collaborative Approach: The Army collaborates with central and state agencies to restore
stability and address the challenge of unrecovered stolen arms.
2. Indo-Myanmar Border:
e Joint Efforts: The Army and Assam Rifles work in tandem to manage security threats,
navigating the complexities introduced by the Free Movement Regime.
3. Jammu & Kashmir:
e Adaptation and Learning: Tactical adaptations and learning from recent setbacks, including
the loss of soldiers in ambushes.
4. Northern Border with China:
e Operational Readiness: Maintaining a high level of operational readiness and robust
deployment to address the ongoing challenges and work towards restoring the pre-2020 status.

The Way Forward: Balancing Tradition with Innovation

As the Indian Army confronts these challenges, a dual approach is crucial for future readiness. While
consolidating current strategies in operational theatres like Manipur, the Indo-Myanmar border,
Jammu & Kashmir, and the China border, it is equally vital to embrace innovation and consider
environmental factors.
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1. Consolidation:
Current Operations: Continued efforts in current operations, addressing immediate

challenges in each theatre.
e Strategic Integration: Integrating new technologies to enhance strategic capabilities.

2. Preparation for the Future:
Climate Change Considerations: Preparing for the impact of climate change on military

operations and infrastructure.
Technological Innovation: Embracing technological advancements to bolster capabilities

and efficiency.

In conclusion, the Indian Army's proactive stance in addressing diverse security challenges
demonstrates a commitment to safeguarding the nation. The dual focus on consolidating existing
strategies and embracing innovation positions the army for future success and resilience in an ever-

evolving security landscape.
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